
Group Discuss Questions: “The Monkey’s Paw” 
 

Discussion Rules: You cannot make a claim without pointing to a specific line, paragraph, or 
detail in the text. No Skips: Every group member must contribute at least one piece of 
evidence or analysis per question. Don't Just Agree: Use phrases like "I agree, and to add to 
that..." or "I see your point, but what about in paragraph..." 

  
1)​ What details from the setting foreshadow later events? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2)​ In paragraphs 45-49, Mrs. White makes an allusion to a famous work of 
literature.  What does this allusion suggest about Mrs. White’s view of peril? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3)​ What is the theme of “The Monkey’s Paw”?  In what ways does the author 
develop this theme? Remember it must be traced through the beginning, 
middle, and end. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4)​ How does the author establish a gothic tone?   
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